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Finding Langston 
Lesa Cline-Ransome 

1. What is Langston’s favorite nickname for where he lives and why? 
He loves the name Bronzeville because it is a place filled with people, each one some color of 
bronze.  
 

2. Where does Langston always keep his key? 
He keeps it in his shoe because his pockets have holes in them.  He kept losing the keys.  Dad 
said he would not get him another key. 
 

3. Why did Langston go to school early each day? 
He wanted to be there before trouble started.  The boys like to pick on him. 
 

4. What did Langston like to do when he first moved to Chicago? 
He liked to watch the toilet flush.  Where he used to live in Alabama, they only had an 
outhouse without running water.  
 

5. What happened when Lymon and Errol stopped Langston? 
They pushed Langston back and forth between them. Lymon was insulted because he felt that 
Langston was ignoring him.  
 

6. When dad received a letter what did Langston do? 
He offered to read it to his father.  He said he would read it since his dad might be tired.  
 

7. When did Langston first see the library? 
He first saw the library when he got lost.  He was trying to avoid Lymon and the other boys and 
went home a different way.  
 

8. What did Langston’s Daddy say he needed to learn when he was in Alabama with his mom? 
Dad felt that he needed to be outside and helping with the manual chores.  He felt that 
Langston read too much and was with his mom too much. 
 

9. Why didn’t Langston tell his father about the library at first? 
He thought that his father could not take any more - Langston’s mom died, they moved to 
Chicago, they left the family behind, he has a new job. 
 

10.Who did Langston's father wish Langston was named after? 
He wanted Langston to be named after himself:  Henry Junior.  Henry’s mom named him.  
 

11.Who did Langston’s father send money to? 
He would send money to Aunt Lena back in Alabama because she had three girls and was 
also looking after Grandmom.  It was important to dad to take care of the family. 
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12.Why was Langston’s father called “country”? 
The father ordered a pound of porgies with their heads and tails on. Porgies are a type of fish. 
 

13.Why did Langston think his dad took him to church every Sunday? 
He thought that dad took him because that is what Langston’s mother would have wanted.  
 

14.  When Langston found the letter hidden under Daddy’s bed what did he learn? 
When he read it, he learned that his grandmother was sick. She had gotten a cold and now 
has a cough.  His Aunt Lena needs more money to take her to the doctors. 
 

15.What happened after Langston yelled at Lymon to leave him alone? 
Lymon is so shocked at first he does nothing and then he punches Langston in the mouth. 
 

16.What did Miss Fulton do when Langston claimed that the boys were just horsing around and 
that was what happened to his lip? 
She took him to her apartment and dabbed something on his lip to keep it from getting 
infected. 
 

17.Why did dad say they had to come north? 
In the south, they owed Mr. Clanton.  Both Dad and his mom wanted to come north where they 
were free to work and earn their money.  They did not have to “scrape and bow” to a person. 
 

18.What did Miss Fulton give to Langston and his dad to sweeten their day? 
She gave them an apple pie.  She knew that it had been a rough day for Langston since he 
had gotten hit.  
 

19.Why did Miss Fulton take care of Langston? 
His father went home for Langston’s grandmother’s funeral in Alabama.  He left Langston in 
Chicago with Miss Fulton making him meals and making sure he got to school.  
 

20.What happened the first time Clem and Langston saw each other at the library? 
They told the librarian that they did not know each other.  
 

21.What did Langston discover when he read his mother’s letters? 
He discovered a poem. 
 

22.What did Miss Fulton like to do after she had dinner with Langston? 
She would read poetry to Langston, especially from Langston Hughes. 

23.  
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24.What did Langston do when Miss Fulton asked why he lied to his father about the book? 
Langston mumbled about having something to himself.  He doesn’t want to tell his Daddy 
because his daddy thinks he is playing with other boys.  
 
 

25.What happened when Langston said Lymon could barely read? 
Lymon tore pages out of Langston’s poetry book that he borrowed from the library.  He then 
threw the pages into the wind.  Langston gets very mad and grabs Lymon’s arm and holds it 
tight.  Lymon spits in Langston’s face.  Langston forces Lymon to pick up his book.  
 

26.Why does Langston like the library so much? 
It is as quiet as Alabama.  Miss Cook, The librarian< is real nice to Langston.  It lets Langston 
remember things about his mom.  
 

27.After Langston told his dad about going to the library, what did Langston do? 
He read a poem to his father that reminded him of back home.  
 

28.After Langston confronted Lymon, what was his “punishment” from his dad? 
He had to apologize to Lymon the next day.  He was also told to “turn the other cheek” if 
Lymon continued to bother him. 
 

29.What did Langston do after his detention? 
He stopped to buy candy for a few pennies.  He buys a roll of Lifesavers.  
 

30.What did Miss Futon want to give Langston? 
She wanted to give him a book of poetry - Harlem Shadows 
 

31.Who is Langston named after? 
His mother named him after Langston Hughes, the poet.  She copied poems by him to 
Langston’s dad when she would write him fancy letters in Alabama before Langston was born.  
 

32.Why did Clem wait at the library for Langston? 
He had pages to give to Langston that Lymon had ripped out of the book in the recess yard. 
He also went into the library with Langston to explain what happened to the book to the 
librarian.  
 

33.What do Clem and Langston talk about after they leave the library? 
Langston explains why he likes to read poetry and how it reminds him of ALabama and his 
mama. After Langston tells that his mama has passed, Clem tells how his daddy has also 
passed.  He died in an explosion on a Navy ship in California - the Port Chicago disaster.  
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34.  When did Langston first show dad the library? 
He showed him the library one Saturday when they were running errands.  Dad wanted to 
leave early one Saturday to run the errands and he went extra fast so that Langston could take 
him to see the library.  
 

35.At the end, Langston realizes that his mama has help along the way to finding home.  How did 
she do that? 
He showed Daddy the library that had become so special to him.  He thought about how she 
named him after her favorite poet.  He felt as if she led him to the library and helped reach his 
hand out to get the book with his name.  It helped him deal with the pain of losing his mama 
and to find a way to like a city he hated.  


